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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
COMMANDER TRANSFORT DIVISION TWENTI~SLIL
FB7=26/416~3 ¢/o Fleut Fost Office,
Sariel Oduy San Fraacisco, California,

C=0=NeFeo I=DeEaNaT=I~ AL 15 Janusry 1945

Froies The Comzander Task Unit 78.5.7 (CTD 26).
To: The Comrander in Chief, Unitud States Fleot,

Via: (1) Tne Comwander Task Grouy 7ced.
(2) The Coumander Task Farcs 7&.
(3) The Comisider £lliva Naval Farces, and
The Commander SIVINTH Flest (CTF 77).
(4) The Commender in Chiuf, Unitod States ieciiic Flost,

Subject: Action Rewvort « Assault of LINGLYEN Gulf, Luzon Islena,
Phidlippine Islands,

Refurences: (a) PacFlt Conf Ltr 2ClLeis of 1 January 1944,
(b) Airticle 712(1), U, S. Navy Re-udktionss
(¢) Article €74(6), U, S. Nav, Reulations,
(d) Cammander Luzon Attacik Force (CTF 77) OpFiau Nus 17edise
(e) Commandsr San Fabian Attuck Forcs (CTF 7.) OpFlai Nos 103=iks
§r) CamPhibGrpEIGHT (CTG 7845) attack Order Noe 2=tk

&) CTU 78.5.1 Landing Flan (Aanex C to Ref. (3)).

\RT I

'

1. Genera)l Narretive of Action,

Control over the landin, of the 6th Infantry Division, 6tu Army,
on Bluv Beach, LINGAYEN Gulf, Luzon, Fhiliypine Islands, was excreiscd from
PC 1133, the attack group control vessel, and I'C 1119 and IC 1122, the two trans-
port division control vessels for Blus Onc and Blue Two beachos rospectively.
Certain army and navy control personnel had been transferred to I'C 1133 at SiN-
SAPOR, New Guinea, which was the final staging point for Task Group 78.5, and all
three PCs had accompanied the task group from this arca to the objective in the
capacity of sereening vessels. On 7 January 1945, additional puarsonnel were tracs-
ferred at sca to the threc FCs, including the Transpsrt Division TYENTY and Trans-
port Divisiocn TWENTY-SIX control officers, At about 0600 Zonu=9 time, 9 Janusr
the throe FOs were relecased from their sercening duties and proceeded independent
ly to the line of departure for Bluec Beach. TFC 1133 anchorcd in the centor of the
line of departure, 4LOOO yards from the beach, and IC 1119 and IC 1122 took state
ion on the left and right flanke respeectively. The attack group centrol officer
(CTU 78.5.7) camc aboard FC 1133 at approximatcly 0800, 9 January 1945,

The forming up of LVT and boat waves procceded rapidly and accord:
ing to schedule, and the LSMs and LCTs in th¢ assault waves were on station on
time. All waves were despatched and hit the buach on schedule and in accordance
with references (d), (¢), (f) and ().

ifter the last assault waves left the line of departure, PC 1119
and FC 1122 were dirceted to proceed to a point about 7000yards »ff their respece
»ive beaches for the control of unloading, PC 1133 remzined on stetion at the
line of departure untdl abont 1500 in tho aft.rnoon, and was able to act as a
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traffic cortrol vessel to good advangage. At 1545, 9 January 1945, the attack
group cont.rol officer left ©C 1133 and rssumcd his duties as CTU 78.5.3. it abou
J700, 9 January 1945, Transport Division TWINTY and Transport Division TYENTY-STX
control officers and parties werc withdrawn from I'C 1119 and FC 1122 rispoctivaly
preparatory to the getting underway of these transport divisions.

PART IT

1. Chronological account of action,

411 PC control wvessels werc on station at the linc of departure
for Blue Beach at 0730, 9 January 1945. .t approximately the seame time, boats
were being lowered by the transports in the transport arca, and boat waves being
formed up, LSTs of Task Unit 78,5.5 commenced launching LVTs of the first five
assault waves at 0815, or scventy-five minutcs beforc "~Hour. This afforded suf-
ficient time for the forming up of the waves, and the lnitial waves were ready to
go by 0850, at which time H-Hour was confirmed as 0930, ~t 0855 the numeral one :.
1lag was hoisted by PC 1133, this action being paralleled by the two outboard
PCses At 0900 the numeral one flag was exccuted by all control vessels, and the -
first wave left the line of departure, 4 time study of the landings on Bluc One
and Blue Two beaches is given below. It will be potud that sliqut differancas occur
in the times of landings of ths same wave on the two beaches. This possibility
was contemplated in the plan, amd was duc to the fact that .rogdavnisn: with dis-
tinct tactical plans were landing abreast, amd thc landings on the two boaches,
except for the first wave, were controlled separately by ths two transport divis-
ions! eontrol vussels on the flanks of the line of duparturc,

BEACH BLUE ONE
Wave Scheduled to ledve LOD Left LoD  Scheduled to Land Land.d_
0900 0900 0930 0933
0901 0901 093045 0934
0905 0905 0935 0937
09160 0910 0940 0941
0915 0915 0945 0945
0933 0933 0250 0950
0938 0938 0955 0956
0943 0943 1200 0959
0948 0948 1005 1006
- 0953 0953 1010 1012
0958 0958 1015 1019
1013 1013 1030 1034
1028 1028 10L5 1045
1033 1033 1050 1020
1038 1038 1055 1054
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BENEH BLUE TWO_
Wave Scheduled to leave 10d  Left LOD  Scheduled to land Landed _

1 9900 0900 0930 0933
2 0901 0901 0930.5 0925
3 0905 0905 0935 0937
A 0910 0910 0940 0940
5 0915 0915 0945 Obh
6 0933 0922 0950 9950
/f 0938 098 0925 0955
8 0943 0943 1000 Q959
9 0948 0948 1005 1009
10 0953 0957 12000 1018
1 0958 1002 1015 1022
12 1013 1015 1030 1035
13 1028 1028 1045 1045
14 1033 1033 1050 1051
15 1038 1038 1055 1103

hs indicated by i ebove time studiss, tiw landing procueded

moothly end without mishap. Only one last winute ciian,v in plan owcurred, wiich
was necessitated by hydrosraochic inforietion peceived frou the Underwatsr Demoli-
tion Teain, wiricn reported avoard PC 1133 2t evout 0830, § Janurry 19¢5. This
daforimetion was to ths effsct that the kbust aree for the landing of watsre-borne
craft ovher toan tracked vehiclus ley in the rijht two-tnirds of Bluv Mne and the
left one~tiird of Blue Two; and tiet tav landing of snall boabs on tuw risht twc
thirds of Blue Two would rejuire the troops to wade ashorc throuzh waist deep
water far a considerable distance. /Accordingly, and witi the epproval of Licut,
Colonsl Falusr, the 6ta Infantry Division pepressntetive eoesrd PC 1153, the
axis for landing all waves after the initial five LVT waves was shifted slizhtly
to the left.

TART IIT

1. Commandsr Task Unit 78.5.5, in comuend of the <ipht LSTs earny
ing Blue Beacn LVTs, adovted a systum for the simulbeneous lcunching of LVTs for
e particular weve from all LST$ on oxecution by the LST fle ship of nuwerel wave
flagse This systun worked excellently, anc is probsbl, in lar.. part responsible
for the orderly wnd recid forretion of the wavess It s recoumended et this
systuin of launchin: bs mads standard ampnibious doctr.ue {or fulure o.crations.

2. BEver, ouvcortunity was ziven for confur.nces and briefing b=
forc thw opsrations In one mesting all control pursonncl were asseimbled and full
briefed in tac details of ths lendiny plane Another mectdng of LVT, LST and
guide boat personncl was hold by CTU 784545, «nd tw procedure for forming LVT
waves was cersfully covered, It is believed tuat these confervices were of i
greatest essistence, and should ve an esseenticl part of all pre-ogeration 'u-eim’.n']
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3 Control over an assault landing is excrcisud froin the {lying
oridg:s af toe PCe This bridze is small, and & 20 s guy is installeu on it; yeb
of nucesaity, wost of the army and navy control personnel, as well as tiv captain
07 the I'C anu othur wambers of the ship's compleiment, are stationed on tie flying
brid v, end wost of the 610 radios, which are calibratud on the most luportant
conlrol conannvls, wust bs manned on thw flying bridic. 48 thu IC is presvntly
coiistrusted, there is absolutsly no protectdca for tiue control party end radio
oyuipient against strafini or ncar missus, either of which mishb vory eesily put
& couurol vessul or party out of action. Accordingly, it s rocoimended strongly
thet a splinter shield bo constructed around the flying brid:ze of all FC control
vassels. If topsids weight would prevent this, it is recosmendsd that splinter
shield by built even at the cost of the 20 ma ;une and 2'n platforme This game
is elweys secured when the FC is perfarming her control functions, and at present
impedes the freodom of iovement on the flying brid:e.

be It is recomnsnded thet PC control vesscls be oyuipped with
two portable loud spaakers, 40 bo mounteu on switels, onc on caci side of the
fl7ing oridges Control dutiss to a large exvent involve issudn., verbal instruc-
tions to boats cowming alongside the FC, and an ordinary mesachone is not suffici-
ot esperially if the control narty remains on duty more then onc déye

Se In the rchearsel of tins landing plen hold &t SANSLPOR, New
Guinea, num=rous cownunication failurcs wers exXpurisnced, espscially with respect
to the SCR Oiv radive c:clibrated on tus most important control channdls, is a
result of vory extonsive tests conducted prior to depertur. from SANSATOR, thess
difficultivs werv corrected end cauumnications pensrally during the opvration
wery excellont. It is recommended tnzt all radio vquivment to bs usad on conirol
vegsels be thoroughly tested prior to tie opsration, inasmuch as conirol gartics
must rely almost entirely on radio coumunicetions for the cffective exercisc af
control, It is further recommended that sparc SCR 610 radios calibrated on ap-
propriate channels be kept aboard the control vesscl, and that a radio technicias
be included in the control party. These sparc radios ".ay bc used to replace de-
fective sets en the PC or in the guide boats, and thus help insurc reliable com-
munications during the assault.

6. Subsequent to the despatching of the assault waves in the
past operation, the two transport division centrol vesscls clesed the beach for
cargo centrel, while the central I'C maintained station at the center of the line
of departure, This system workcd very satisfacterily, The central control vessel
was able to issue traffic directions to boats, LCTs and othcr craft, until famils
iarity with the area rendered these instructicns unnecessary., .

/i ./( V(g f
%/ L i'
H. J. w1k,
Captain, U« S. Navy,

Commander Task Unit 78.5.7
Commander Transport Division TWENTY-SIX
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CONFIDENTIAL 3 March 1945

lst. ENDORSEMENT to
CID 26 confi serial
0209 of 15 Jan, 1945

From: Commander Task Group 78,5 (Commander Amphibious Group 8,
SEVENTH Fleet = Rear Admiral W, M. Fechteler, U.S. Navy),
To Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via (1) Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force,
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Action Report - Assault of LINGAYEN Gulf, Luzon Island,
Philippine Islands,

1. Forwarded. The Control Party carried out its duties in a
smart manner, handling all assault waves on time and controlling un-
loading so efficiently that all assault APAs and APs were unloaded
before nightfall of S Day.

26 The remarks of Part IIIl are concurred in. The excellence
of communications between the control vessels, wave guides, etc., was
the result of the drills held regularly at the staging point by CTD 26,

U it

W. M. FECHTELER

4 01673
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CONFIDENTIAL

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on:
ComTranspiv 26 conf, ltr.,
serial 0209 of 15 Jan.,
1945.

From: Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT.
(Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force)

Tos Commender-in-Chief, U,S. Fleet.

Via: Commender SEVENTH Fleet.

Subject: Action Report - Assault of LINGAYZEN GUIF,
I.UZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

e Forwarded, concurring in the remarks contained
in the first endorsement.

D. E. BARBEY

G Uibno
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Serial: o//7 7/
CONFIDENTIAL
THIRD ENDORSEMENT on: /

ComTransDiv 26 conf.ltr.,
serial 0209 of 15 Jan. 1945.

From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet,
To: ,6gmmander-in-0hief, UsSs Fleet,

Subject: Actlon Report - Assault of LINGAYEN GULF,
LUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS,

e Forwarded,

Pl

G G %‘(g*\,

Y S
‘D“f H_ CRUZEI”,

AQireet




